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Use of Figurative Language in Poetry.
In literature, the use of figurative language can be seen most specifically in poetry where the writer makes a plea to the senses of the person reading the poem. The figurative language in poetry can be more meaningful, expressive, and vivid. Figurative language uses words or certain phrases to give something beyond the verbatim meaning. The use of the language is necessary if the writers want the readers to understand something in a more detailed insight. This paper analyzes the four types of figurative language, a metaphor, a simile, personification, and the symbolism with an explanation of how the language gives meaning to the elements of their poems. 
To start with, a metaphor is a figurative language that points out at an implied, implicit or a comparison that is hidden between things that are not related though they have some common features. For example, when one says that an action is something else, the person the language can be considered as a metaphor which does not mean that something else (Wiehardt, 2019). From the poem, "A Blessing" by James Wright, the writer uses various metaphors in the poem. For instance, the writer says 
And the eyes of those two Indian ponies
Darken with Kindness.
They have come gladly out of the willows
To welcome my friend and me.
We step over the barbed wire into the pasture
The use of metaphor is evident in the first and last line where the writer compares that two individuals make eye contact in the fading light with the ponies. The writer compares the ponies gives then with a human which he indicates that they love each other. The barbed wire that the writer was speaking about is a threshold, which symbolizes an environment made by man (Wright, 1963). Also, from the poem "At Home in the World" by Catalos (1997), the writer has used various metaphors in the poem such as stanza 1, line 3 & 4 “bent on its own motion, a sunflower turning a ripe face towards its source.” The writer compares between the sunflower and the dream which is expressed on how the dream is almost about to become true. Finally, from 'Bluebird thru my window" by Sanchez (2012), the author expresses the use of metaphors in cases such as stanza 1, line 5 & 6 “I have pumped into my stuttering self or the sweet wine,” here the author compares in between the red and green pills with the sweet wine. The sweet wine indicates how the pills are easy to swallow.
Second, a simile is a comparison that indicates the similarities between different things where the writer may use words such as “like,” “than,” or even “as.” Similes are mostly used in our daily lives in comments like, “the boy is as fast as a cheetah.” Cheetah is notorious for they move very fast, and in this case, the way the boy walks fast is compared to that of a cheetah. Through the use of the word “as” in this example helps the readers get the similarities between the two things (Honeck & Hoffman, 2018). The use of simile is evident in the poem "A Blessing" by Wright (1963). First, the writer says “They bow shyly as wet swans.” In this case, the writer compares between the swans and the ponies. Swans often symbolize romantic love thus the ponies were so focused on each other rather than their guest. This clearly shows that they were in love with each other and they wanted to let the whole world know how they felt. Moreover, in the same poem, the author says “That is delicate as the skin over a girl’s wrist.” In this case, the writer uses a simile to compare the pony to a girl. 
Also, there are cases of similes that the author uses in the poem "At Home in the World." First, stanza one, line 1 & 2 “Growing as the heart does in love,” here the author uses the word “as” to compare between the heart in love and the dream that is coming. It is quite clear that when a heart is in love, it has a feeling that drives it towards something and the same force is compared to the dream which is motivated by something (Catacalos, 1997). In the poem “Bluebird thru my window," the author uses several similes. First, in stanza 5, line 4&5 “life is no more than gents and gigolos,” the word “than” indicates the use of a simile. In the case, life is compared to gents and gigolos whereby the author clearly illustrates that the challenges in life are more compared to gents (Sanchez, 2012).
Third, personification is when the things that are not human are made to act as if they are humans. For example, “have a look at my house, she looks beautiful,” the house has been given the ability to be beautiful, which is the quality of humans (Deignan, Littlemore, & Semino, 2013). Personifications have been expressed in the poem "A Blessing" in various stanzas. In this poem, the writer personifies the ponies whereby they are compared to human beings most specifically through expressing their feelings. For instance, 
Darken with kindness.
They have come gladly out of the willows
To welcome my friend and me.
The writer gives the ponies the ability to show kindness, be glad, and welcoming which is qualities that are defined by human beings (Wright, 1963). The use of personification is clearly evident in the poem “Bluebird thru my window" in cases such as “a child’s ghost sings,” whereby the small ghost is given the personification of singing which is a quality that is attributed to human beings (Sanchez, 2012).
Lastly, symbolism is a figurative language that gives an object a certain meaning which is from their original meaning is completely different from that meaning given. Allusion, metaphor, and allegory are examples of literary devices that are used to develop symbolism. A good example of symbolism is a rose flower which is regarded as a sign of love (Deignan, Littlemore, & Semino, 2013). In the poem, "A Blessing" such as line 14 “They begin munching the young tufts of spring in the darkness.” The ponies go back to grazing on the green grass which is symbolized by the “young tufts of spring.” Moreover, young tufts are mainly concerned with spring which is also associated with associations that are positive like hope and rebirth. The difference between all the bright images is darkness and the word darkness has a lot of symbolic association (Wright, 1963).
In the poem "At Home in the World," symbolism has been used by the author such as in the case of sunflower in stanza 1, line 3&4 “a sunflower turning a ripe face towards its source.” A sunflower symbolizes strength and positivity when the bloom tends to face the sun. The author uses a sunflower in the poem to symbolize the dream as something that is strong and positive.  Also, in stanza 2, line 1 “there are bombs in innocent places,” here the use of bomb is a symbolic feature. The author symbolically, through the use of explosives illustrates how the dream is damaged by an expected target or the surroundings. When one is making a bomb in the dream, it means that the person can be throwing some explosives that can serve or destroy their purpose in a sudden manner. In the poem, the author uses a bomb to show that there are some factors in the surrounding that are very determined to stop the dream (Catacalos, 1997).
In 'Bluebird thru my window" poetry, the author uses symbolic interactions such as stanza 5, line 1,2 &3, “black bitch of fantasy,” to symbolize a heart that is dead with no emotions after they have gone through some tragedies. Also, the author uses “red and green pills,” with the blue pills symbolizing the normal life that a person lives which is uncomfortable and full of lies being exploited by the more powerful people. On the other hand, the red pills indicate how one has to risk through his life and view the world in the perspective of how it is. In the poem, the blue pills show the normal life of the poet and the red pills show how the poet is taking risks through his life (Sanchez, 2012).
In conclusion, the figurative language in poetry is necessary because it helps us understand new concepts. When authors employ various example of figurative language in their work they tend to come up with a unique way of explaining something. The use of figurative language makes the work of an author to appear to be more interesting with the addition of freshness. The language changes the ordinarily made description to a strong image which ensures the importance of emotional passages. Every writer, therefore, should learn how to use figurative language in their work, especially in poetry because through the language, the readers get interesting insights into the plays. 
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